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HelLo again!

At ourr September meetlng we were entertalned. with a very humorous and eomprehensive
progran of slides and narration by Glenn Eanson on the subJect, "What Every fris
Grcver Should Know"" As this program showerf, all the basic lnformatlon every begin-
ning grower should. know, I would suggest that lt be shown again at a Later oate.

October ls upon us and so is another seasonr the season of chrysanthemums, those
genis of the garden that keep blooming long after all the other flowers have frozen
dot+n. There are so many good early mums now that it 1s weII worth putting in a
few clumps to brtghten the garden.

This is also the season of "elean up. " flhe more you r1o now, the less you have to
d.o in the spring. Care shoul-d. be taken wben brtnglng ln tbe house plants that have
suflnered ln the garden. Earthwonns souetimes beeoue a problem and ean be controlled
by wa'bertng a few tines wtth a weak solution of Lindane or Malathlon; repottlng is
also important, as a rootbound plant does very poorly.

ft ts also the time for our A.nnual Dinner. It Ls our privilege to have as our
speaker Professor W. H. Al-oernan, retJ-red Chief of the Departnent of Horttculture,
Universlty of l,Ilnnesota. "Prof" Alderman is our oLdest llvlag president of the
Minnesota ilort. lhis being the centennlal year of the Eort, I an sure you wlll be
interested ln some of its hlstory and activlty.

There wtll- also be electlon of officers. We are assured of a wtde selectl.on of
foods at a very nomtnal priee at the dellghtful JoIIy T3olI. AII thls plus goori
fell-owship should make up a. very nenorable evening. See you alL then.

Charlotte Schoene
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WHAT EVE]BT IRIS GBOIdER SHOULN I$IOId

BV C. F. Ilanson, Reglonal Viee President, American lris Soeiety

tfter I spoke to the Soci.ety tn September, the Editor asked for the text of qr talk
to be printed ln the News and Vlews. Thls posed two probleuas. In the first plaee,
there iasn't any text, just notes. In the seeond pla.ee- f spoke (as usual) much
too long to get it lnto a reasonable amount of space. But here are a few excerpts
as I reeall them.

hTIAT IS AN IBIS? f'l:atrs easy. Itts a flower about three feet tal"I, and tt has
three petals that polnt up and three that polnt down,. and lt bloons ln earl-y June,
and lt's beautlful. lhatrs perfeet--tf you want to limlt your interests to just one
branch of the iris tribe, the taII beardeds. But why do you want to limlt your
J.nterests? llhy not broaden your horizons and multlpl;r your fun? What about aLL the
dwarfs and medians and borders and tables? What about aII the Japs and Slbertaas
and spurlas? What about aII the arllbreds e.nd. pure arils? What about the wealth of
material avaiLable 6a the specles? Do you knov about the L1tt1e blue I. eristata,
about four lnches higb, that bloons J.n the sprlng wtth the wiLdflowers? And at the
other end of the 1J.ne,. clo you know about the vesper lrls, I. dichotoma, that starts
ln mi.dsumer aad bLooms almogt until frost wlth hundred.s of llttle orchld butterfLles
on plants as tall as I an? You say, "I canrt grow all those things." Maybe not,
but you een grow some of them, and you can have some klnd of an irls ln bloono almost
coas,tantly from early sprlng unttl late fal}. We do!

PIAr'iliiNG; You ean read some pretty elaborate instruetlons for planttng an lrls.
Fjr:'st you dtg a blg hole and then you bulld up a cone in the center of lt. Then
ycr: set the rhlzome on top of the cone and carefully arrange the roots around, the
oi:L;:!.Ce of it. I eaII thls the "elassle hole" and itrs Just flne if you donrt have
evi.r a hal-f-qozen irises to plant, partlcularly lf you enjoy bullding pretty sand
eas''rles ln the gard.en. But if you have to plant several thousand, as we d.id this
y'eer, sonethlng has to give. So I sey, just dig a bole, get the feeder roots down
Ceep and the rhizone shallow, and donrt worry. Your lris wlll grow

IIIIT':ER PB0[ECT]QN: After your irlses are planted, but before you are golng to get
an-y flowers out of them, you have to get over the ne:rt hurdle--winter proteetlon.
On, I know; some of our people dontt bother wlth protectlon, and lf we get enough
snotr.r, and tf lt eomes early enough and stays late enough, and tf other condltlons
are favorable, you ean get away wlth lt. But I gUarantee thls: winter eoverlng i.s
a must, and lf you eontlnue to lgaore it, sooner or later you are going to get edu-
ca'led--the hard way!

flere j.s how we go about lt. In the late falL after growth bas stopped ve go through
the gardens and cut the leaves doqrn to slx lnch stubs. And rtght here I can get an
argument from some grolrers, so IrLI tell you why we do it. If you leave the leaves
<,a, they wlII stlll be tbere tn the sprlng anrl wiII probabl;r stilL be green. But lf
you wateb those old, Ieaves, you wlLI flnd that aII they do is dry up. New leaves
colre up to take thelr plaee, and then you have to clean up the old ones anyway. We
prcfer to simpllfy the spring clean-up by doiag lt in the faIL But nuch more iq-
pcrtant, when we take those leaves out of the gardens in the faII ve take a lot of
insect eggs and fungus spores right along wtth them. We donrt waat then there durlng
warm perlocls ln the winter, ano we donrt want tben there ln the spring. FinaIIy, the
sbort leaf stubs provtde good anchors to help hoLd the coverlng on. So--we cut off
the leaves.

Next we put on a strong spray of an lnsecticlde and a fungtcltie. We want 1t there
d.urtng warm perLods 1n the winter, and we want lt there the ftrst thlng ln the



sprlng. Finally we eover with hay
for settling after raln apcl snow.
I would. suggest that ycu avold the
soggy.

3

or strawr applled to a suffieient depth to allow
Some groT^rers Llse lea ve s with good results , but
softwood. type of leaves that pack down and get

UNCO\ERIIVG: Just as tmportant as coverlng is uncoyerlng. Get at 1t as early as
possib1e in the spring, even before you thlnir ltrs qulte safe. W the time the
snow has melted and run down through the muleh, but the gfound ls sti.!-I frozen and
canft absorb it. So there are your plants sitting J.n a wet, soggy mess wlth the
sun warmtng up the surfe.ce of the mulch, and you have ideal condltions for fungus
d.evelopment. A lot of supposed. r,:tn+,er losses oecur right at tbat tine, ancl the
prtnclpal culprlt ls a very nasty fungus known as botrytis.

IIow do you reeogntze botrytlo? WeIl, if you have some dead or sickly looklng
pl-anis, puII away the soil and look at the rhlzoune. If you find souoe ltttle bl-aek
things that l-ook l-lke cabbage seeds or caviar clustered around the rhlzone, you
have botrytls, ani, you had bette-.r: get to work fast. Dtg out aII the affected
rlrLzouesr anc be sure to get aII the eabbage seeds and. tbe soil they may be nlxed
ln. Get aII of thls out of the garden; preferably burn lt. Thea nix up a strong
s'rlution of ferra-ChLor and pour it over the plaats so that lt soaks into the soil
arr-rund them. If you donrt have Terra-ChLor handy, ordinary household bleach of
the chLoriae type works very well. Dllute tt four or flve to one and pour it over
t.:e plants. We have used lt fu.Il strength wtthout any damage.

BCI,IERS: Everybody knows about the borer, and everybody has his own pet nethod of
f:L;"htlng hin. f am eonvineed the best way to fix hls wagon is wlth a thorough
e*.":ao-up In the faII. Consl,cler the Ilfe cycLe of the beast. The eggs are lald tn
j-r'';e suumer antl falt by a night flylng uoth. They are plaeed on leaves or on
:ire.vtpy weeds and. vegetation. In the sprlng they hatch out, and the borer eats hts
I,i,';:,i into a leaf, clown through the leaf, and into the rhizome. Obvlously bers
!',::etty hard to get at when he once gets inelde tbe l-eaf, so the time to dlseourage
i:*m ls before he gets ln. Bemember what I satd about our leaf eutting and r;raying
a':tivltles before we put on the winter eovering? l.Ihen we put our gardens to bed.
1,t.,r,J'rre as elean as a whistle, and borers are alnost unknovn at our place. fhe
:fci.: that escape can be icilled wtth a DDT spray if it goes on early enough. Lately
D':lI has had some bad publlelty beeause lt aeeumulates in the soll. If thls bothers
yrl:., the newer lnsecttclde Sevin has been reported to be effective, but it eosts a
i'-it more and. you may have to put lt on severaL tlmes.

TIE AI{EBICAN IRIS SOCIET/: fhere seens to be an lmpresslon that the American frls
ii,:elety ls for the blg nemes 1n the irls world. lind eertainly all of the big naaes
are menbere. But these people have already arrived. lhe folks who ean proflt +"he

u'cat from membershlp are the rank and fiLe of the irls growers. There ls a con-
stant flov of inforuation through the publlcailous of the AfS that Just cantt be
o'otained. anyvhere else. I have said before and I repeat--the AI$ has been worklng
fr>r everJrbody who grows a clunp of raodern lrises, meubers and non-nenbers alike.
if you arenrt already a member, I lnvtte you to joln us. You neecl tbe AIS, and
the AIS needs you!

tt tt +$ * * {e {g rf {t x lF rF * * l(. *
SPECIAL REQI'EST

It w1L1 soon be time to print our new yearbook. PLease help us to make it aceurate
by givtng us any changes of address or telephone nuurber you nay have had since the
last printlng. Startlng January lst- flp. Ssr..des are rrecessary for our nallings.
Pleast brlng these changes to the October dlnner ueeting or roail to l.4rs. Walter
Carlock, 3O39 Colfax Avenue South, }tinneapolts, Minnesota 551+08.

Name

Ad.irress
City etate

Phone
Zrp Code
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By Alice Sakke

iarge yellow mum, has been one of the finest this year;
have vigorous growth.

In early JuIy, before hot weather, we put all our eonpost between the mums. ft
keeps the ground eool and moiot, and watering ls not necessary. New shoots form
early. ltre think this eompost helps rnums to wlnter over.

Methods to wlnter over uuuts:
Cold frane. Screen ventllators to keep out fielcl nlee.
Potting. I pot about h0 varletles, spray r.reL1 wlth Malathion, place on
a shelf ln the garage where it ls cold but no't freezing, Water onee a
week. If the tenoperature goes to -2Oo outdoors, f add a llttle heat ln
the gurage. In February I plaee them on our south poreh, and ln a week
there ls enough growth for euttlngs.
Qutdoor covering. Put I lneh of ground in the heart of each pJ-ant.
Water 1n the crown ts fatal. The east side of the house ls chotce.
Cover riith oak ]-eaves, marsh hay, or oat straw. Be sure to break off
all o1d plants and burn them. Never use the oLd plants in the conpost.

* {e * * .,* tT * * tt {t {g {t * .,} tt t&

I,trHorS 1dH0 I$ g.C.I.S.

Tl'is col-uun wiII be devoted, to introdueing a few uenbers of the Ewln Clty Iris
il riety each month--soue new, sone old.

.''ii:.ir' i'.{embers: JUL1US WADE}(AIIFER teaehes biolory at Coon Baptds Hlgb Sehool. Ee has--**-E'Ae'ntIy returned from ten years ln South Amerlca, where he taught chenistry.

. Mr. ?tradekaunper has about i00 varleties of Lris on hls J0 aeres in Anoka.

GER{LD COUGHIRY ls a sophomore at St. Cl-oud State CoIIege and has about 25
or J0 varietles of tris tn bls St. Cloud garden. Ee is also a rock hound.

lrn.J:gl-geles: GLENN HANSON, whose artlele ts tn this nonthrs "New$ and VXews"*--ffinamemberofT.c.I.S.n1neortenyears,butanir1sgrowerabout
2O years. In L965 he and his wlfe, ZuLa, turned tbeir acre of lrls com-
merciaL and seIL under the name Rlverdale lrls Gardens. Glenn has served
the Irts Soctety in an offlcial eapaelty as presldent, flrst vice presldent,
and a member of the boaro of d.irectors, as weII as hls recent service as
the Soetetyrs ta:; consuLtant. Presently Begional Vice President, Regioa B,
lmeriean Irls Society, Glenn says, "God created me with the potentlaL of a
eorporatlon tax specf.allst, but the lnellnatlons of a farmerr" traking tt un-
necessary to nention that he has a weIL developed sense of bumor.

I\ms. o. A. (aLrCu) BAKKE ilvlums, thls lssue) has been a member of T.C.I.S.
alnost sj-nee the soclety began. She remtnisces: "Aliee Stenoien brought ne
to every ueeting wheo I dldnrt know anythlng. I learned to label the
varietles and cover for winter. Everything f learned. ln gardening I learned.
tn the lrls Socie'by. The fine folks were so enthuslastic! f iove them aLIlil
Allce ts an enthusiastlc hybridizer e.nd has been a menber of the board of
dlrectors several ltr"i ir* i"*tl""Ttinl"le*eoomittee.

L.
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